
Washington County Democratic Women 

July 27, 2021 Minutes 

 

Welcome 

EmmaLe Davis calls the meeting to order. 

General Updates 

We had discussed having this meeting in person, but with the covid numbers, we decided to 
continue to do it remotely.  We will also do the August meeting remotely. 

Motion and a second was made to approve the minutes.  Minutes approved by vote. 

Financial Report – presented by Glenda Patterson 

May 31, 2021 Ending Balance $3694.63 

Debits: 

 Online activity fee  $ 6.50 

 Zoom fees   $13.50 

 Total    $20.06 

Credits:  

 Donation  $81.72 

 Total   $81.72 

June 30, 2021  Ending balance $3756.29 

 

July activity thus far: 

 Online activity – debit  $26.47 

 Donation – credit -  $60.00 

 

Tentative balance $3789.82 

 

Membership Report – Mary Alice Serafini presented report. 

Keep recruiting your friends.  It is free this year.  Be brave, help them find their voice.  
Membership at 69.  Let us work to increase that and focus on female candidates.  



Programming Report  Delia Anderson Farmer is the speaker. She is the executive director of 
the Economic OpportunityAgency of Washington County.  She provides leadership and 
oversight for community programs like Children’s House, Head Start, and Energy Assistance 
Program.  She has 25 years of executive leadership experience with non profit organizations.  
She has a Bachelors degree in Business Administration from Philander Smith College, a Masters 
in Journalism from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  She is a member of Springdale 
Rotary Club and Arkansas Kids Coalition. 

Program Presentation – Delia Anderson – Farmer 

Economic Opportunity Agency of Washington County, Early Childhood Education Services, 
Delia Anderson Farmer, EOA Executive Director. 

EOA’s mission is to help child and families with economic disadvantages to help them succeed.  
Their programs and services include: Head Start/Early Head Start, Children’s House, Safe Care, 
Low Income Home Energy Program, Commodities, Rental Assistance, and Water Utility 
Assistance. 

Head Start: federally funded to provide quality childcare program to help low income families.  
Focuses on emotional, social, nutritional and education needs.  They have 8 centers and serve 
365 children in Washington County. It has been expanded to Early Head Start to help infants and 
toddlers. Fayetteville Public Schools and St James Missionary Baptist Church have helped to 
provide space for classrooms to serve 56 infants and toddlers. 

Parents commit to spending time with child on home curriculum activities. One former parents 
has completed her PhD from UA, and another parents just completed his Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree.  Other parents have goals, like creating a budget. Parents are also involved in the 
leadership of the program.  

They have also worked to create a trauma informed environment.  Many of the kids and their 
parents have suffered from some kind of environment. It impacts their relationships with others. 
They have to ensure everyone feels safe in their environment; prioritize social emotional skill 
development, promote play, focus on resilience, foster connections, collaborate with families, 
support and invest in staff, and collect and use data.  

The watch to make sure children reach age appropriate developmental milestones. They work 
hard on reading with literacy campaigns.  Reading helps determine a child’s development and 
readiness.  They build libraries and distribute books for homes.  They have coaches to go into 
classroom to observe and help teachers improve.  

Investing in children early helps with brain development, helps them do better later in school, 
and helps our workforce and economy. It gives a safe environment for children while their 
parents are at work. The children develop social and emotional skills, are better prepared for 
school, less likely to commit juvenile offense, more likely to graduate from high school, and 
more likely to enter workforce or military.   



Status of quality early child care in Arkansas – in 2019, only 10% high quality publicly funded 
seats for infants and toddlers.  13 counties did not have any public funded seats  Washington 
County only had 6%.  

Her contact info: Delia Anderson Farmer, dfarmer@eoawc.org, 479-334-5056. Need help with 
space.  Would like to talk to any more church that are willing to offer space.  www.eoawc.org    
479-521-5571. 

Aspire Arkansas website has lots of statistics for the state broken down by counties.  Arkansas 
community foundation has a group that funds early childcare programs. They have provided 
support for extended care. 

New Business 

Call to action: Under state law, can no longer require masks. Start calling to encourage special 
session so that local people can make decisions for their communities for masks. 

Call for needs for leadership for Democratic Women.  Vice president of programming – puts 
together speaker. If you know of someone good for this role, please let EmmaLe know.  Need 
someone to sit on the Washington County Democrats Board on behalf of the democratic women.   

Announcements 

2022 election cycle is underway.  We need to build a base.  Start bringing friends. 

Lots of opportunity to run in 2022 for office.  Consider it for yourself and talk to your friends. 

Lou Sharp: if you want to stay involved with the county party, sign up for the newsletter. It is 
weekly, updates on quorum court, vaccine clinic, backpack clinic, and other activities. 

Gracie Ziegler: AFDW update.  Full membership meeting on August 7, 10-12. Engage, educate, 
elect. Update from southern and national leadership. Drill down to counties and what they are 
doing.  If interested in organizational committees, there are many opportunities at the national 
level. 

Glenda Patterson: Women in History Banquet. Not having the banquet in September. There will 
be an event, but it will be closed.  

Adjourn 

EmmaLe adjourned the meeting.  The next meeting will be online August 24, 2021.  It will open 
at 5:30 to visit, and it will officially start at 6:00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leana Houston 


