
Washington County Democratic Women¶ 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

Call to Order –Gracie Ziegler, President welcomed everyone to our Zoom meeting. November has happened and now 
we focus on what is next.  To all of those who ran so hard, the results weren’t always what we wanted, but we made 
huge gains.  We are in a long game and we have to keep up the good fight. A huge thank you to all who worked and 
extremely ecstatic to have a Democrat and a Woman in the White House. 

 
1. Officers’ Reports:¶ 

a) The Minutes of  October Meeting were approved. 
b) TREASURE: Glenda Patterson: preceded her report with an acknowledgment of all of the generous donations 

in the last month of the campaigns.  Thank you for your fantastic support. 
Beginning balance Sept. 30, 2020                             $3,208.28 

Debits-  OCTOBER 
Oct. Zoom meeting -180.95 
Online fees -16.95 

DEBITS -$197.90 
Credits- 

Donation 155.00 
Membership 40.00 

CREDITS  +$195.00 
 Ending balance October 27, 2020 $3,205.38 

November activity thus far: 

Debits-  NOVEMBER 
Text Ads -869.20 
FaceBook Ads -1300.00 
Online fees -40.69 

DEBITS -$2209.89 
Credits 

Oct 30 Donations +785.00 
Nov. 1-18 Donations & Memberships +305.00 

CREDITS  +$1090.00 
 Ending balance November 24, 2020 $2, 085.49  

c) MEMBERSHIP: Beth Coger began her report with a thank you for all of the support that group gave her as a 
candidate.  She particularly utilized the Zoom contribution.  Beth reported that as of today, we have 70 
members, and 11 people have already signed up for next year. Since there is not a Dem. Women’s Group in 
Benton County, we welcome them to join us. Join online here: http://bit.ly/WCDW_2021 

d) PROGRAMING:  EmmaLe Davis introduced tonight’s speaker, Dr. Lisa Corrigan. November is generally our last 
yearly meeting, but due to recent legislative proposals, we wanted to have Dr. Corrigan fill us in on the 
implications.  Dr. Corrigan is an award-winning author, the Director of the Gender Studies Program at the UofA, 
co-host of the popular podcast, Lean Back, Critical Feminist Conversations, she is a political consultant and 
co-founder of AR Against Guns on Campus and Arkansas for Safe Public Schools. 

PROGRAM 
In 2018 Dr. Corrigan spoke to us on the state of abortion rights in Arkansas and even then she predicted the eventual ban of 
abortion in the state. The Bureau of Legislative Research lists legislation as it is filed. https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/ To 
date only one bill has been filed SB 6 by Senator Rapert. The Bill bans all abortions with no rape or incest exception.  The fine is 
$100,000 for the doctor and includes the criminalization of the mothers. Arkansas now has only two physicians who perform 
abortions and they are both in Little Rock.  Dr. Corrigan believes this bill will pass, but she does not think it will be the bill that will 
overturn Roe v Wade. In Arkansas, groups are working for reproductive justice for women.  You can join them and learn more 
on FaceBook Arkansas Coalition for Reproductive Justice. They have a Rally for Reproductive Justice in January. Also, the 
Arkansas Abortion Network financially helps women who need an abortion. Even in Arkansas, this is an overwhelmingly 
unpopular idea to imprison mothers, but she believes it will still pass.  The Bill specifically allows for D&C protection for 
spontaneous abortions and atopic pregnancy. Most of the hospitals in Arkansas are affiliated with a religious group and do not 
allow abortion or D&C procedures; so there are doctors for the job, but they have no place to work. Also, we are not training 
doctors to perform abortion care, and medical students have to crowdsource training at conferences. Arkansas is third in the US 
in teen pregnancy and very low in maternal health. This Bill does not affect birth control. Anything that they add will make the bill 
harder to pass -and it is a smart bill. Dr. Corrigan’s suggestion is that Democrats wrap everything that we talk about in freedom, 
and how the erosion of the state budget undermines people’s freedom to lead healthy and free lives. Stop killing moms.  Moms 
can’t be free.  Since Arkansas has the second-largest Covid outbreak of any state legislature, and there is no mask mandate, it 
is probably not advisable to go to the closed committee rooms.  If you want to do a direct action in the Capitol rotunda and get a 
bunch of people to go and let the press know that you are there and why.  You want visual impact.  Something like mylar 

https://bit.ly/WCDW_2021?fbclid=IwAR1-TrbnbSDMGyIdbM8hNkfGOc6MGUddpvNXeY60-8DpxPtk4sAaNZaSYaQ
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=SB6&chamber=Senate&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R
https://www.facebook.com/ACforRJ


balloons for every mother who dies; change the conversation from abortion to preventable maternal mortality. Every candidate is 
an educator.  The goal of an election is not to get elected, but to move the electorate on an issue.  Two-way organizing is the 
key: go into a community ask them what they need, then ask them for their vote. If they need food you provide food before you 
ask for their vote.  That is how durable relationships are made. It might be the time to re-introduce the ERA bill in Arkansas. 

ARAbortionSupport.org helps with financial and logistical support (like rides to Little Rock). You can also find them on 
FaceBook. 

  
 
3.  Announcements: Gracie announced that next year we are experimenting with eliminating dues and raising 

funds through donations. Please fill out the membership form so that we can stay in contact. 
AR Federation of Democratic Women is organizing, and more information is coming soon.  Lou Reed Sharp is running 
for Washington Country Chairwoman.  We have a lot of work to do.  Most of our candidates are from outside of the party 
and don’t know what the Stonewall or Senior or Women’s Groups do or how they related.  The election is January 25th 
and you must be a member for 30 days to be able to vote.  Join the County Party here by Christmas. WCDW would like 
to see the County Auxilary Board reinstated. 

      Respectfully submitted, 
Annie Langston, Secretary¶ 
Additions or corrections to these minutes may be submitted to Annie Langston, WCDW Secretary, at 
annie.langston09@gmail.com or  DemWomWashCoAR@gmail.com¶ 
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